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The   Loriner. 


V-y  XV  some  years  past,  many  of  my  friends  and  acquaintances 
have  expressed  a  very  great  wish  that  I  should  put  on  record 
my  opinions  on  and  experiences  of,  the  proper  Bitting 
of  Horses,  which  I  now  do  as  briefly  and  explicitly  as  I  can. 
The  proper  title  for  my  profession  is  Loriner,  which  signifies  a  Bridle-Bit 
Maker.  One  of  the  most  respectable  Companies  of  the  City  of  London  is 
the  Worshipful  Company  of  Loriners  or  Bridle-Bit  Makers — (see  appendix). 

Occasionally  some  one  writes  on  the  proper  bitting  of  horses,  some- 
times giving  their  opinion  on  the  construction  of  the  bridle,  saddle,  or  the 
harness,  (neither  of  which  has  anything  to  do  with  the  proper  bitting  of 
horses)  ;  giving  but  little  edification  or  instruction  to  the  class  of  society  of 
this  country  who  keep  horses,  and  Avho  in  all  probability,  know  more  practically, 
than  the  writers  of  such  articles.  I  have  always  found  in  my  long  experience 
that  the  horse's  mouth  and  temper  may  be  compared  to  a  lock,  so  made,  that 
only  one  key  will  fit  it;  and  to  find  the  right  Bit — patience  and  perseverance 
are  necessary  in  so  doing.  On  no  account  punish  the  horse ;  on  no  account 
hurt  his  mouth.  When  my  friends  have  come  to  me  concerning  their  un- 
manageable horses,  I  invariably  find  the  poor  animal  has  been  over  bitted, 
or  wrongly  bitted,  and  recommend  the  easiest  kind  of  bit,  which,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  succeed.  But  there  are  exceptions  to  this  rule  ;  occasionally 
I  have  met  with  a  good  bred  horse,  the  skin  of  whose  mouth  is  very  thick, 
thereby  requiring  a  sharper  mouthpiece  to  accommodate  the  sense  of  feeling  ; 


but  certainly  never  over-bit  the  horse.      I  can  well  remember  when  most 
riders  habitually  held  on  to  the  bridle  ; — thanks  to  better  education  in  the 
equestrian  art,  such  is  now   the   exception,  not  the  rule ;    for  it  cannot  be 
expected  the  horse  can  do  his  work  right  or  well,  if  he  has  to  carry  his  rider 
with  his  mouth,  neither  can  the  rider  derive  the  pleasure  he  seeks,  unless  he 
sits  well  in  the  saddle.     If  the  bit  does  not  suit  the  horse,  he  will  tell  his 
master  so  by  such  means  as  he  can — such  as  restlessness,  generally  as  soon  as 
the  bridle  is  put  on,  throwing  his  head  about,  yawning,  going  with  his  head 
on  one  side,  or  carrying  his  head  unusually  high  or  low.     I  believe  the  horse 
has  naturally  no  vice  ;  that  every  description  of  vice  found  in  the  horse  is 
created  by  the  treatment  he  receives  from  those  in  whose  care  he  is  placed. 
But  I  am  straying  from  my  professed  object ;   I  am  a  Loriner  and  ought  to 
confine  myself  to  bridle-bits  alone.     I  will  give  one  or  two  instances  (out  of 
hundreds   I  am  acquainted   with): — At  the  time  when  John  Tilbury  of 
Pinner,  Middlesex,  kept  many  first-class  horses,  an  intimate  friend  of    his 
whose  town  house  was  in  Berner's  Street,  Oxford  Street,  and  his  country 
house  at  Richmond  Hill,  had  a  beautiful  black  cab  horse,  he  was  a  full  sized 
animal,  of  splendid  symmetry  and  his  pace  not  amiss,  as  he  always  took  the 
cab  with  his  master,  mistress,  and  tiger,  without  the  use  of  whip,  from  one 
house  to  the  other  within  the  hour.     He  came  to  me,  after  unsuccessfully 
trying  all  the  bits  Mr.  Tilbury  had;  and  by  Mr.  Tilbury's  recommendation 
he  told  me  the  horse  had  worked  extremely  well  for  some  considerable  time, 
but  for  the  last  six  or  eight  months  had  carried  his  head  on  one  side,  so  much 
so  that  he  was  sure  he  could  not  see  his  way  properly.     I  told  him  I  thought 
the  horse  was  over  bitted  ;  he  was  quite  sure  he  was  not.     I  shewed  him  an 
old  Stanhope  bit.  No.  85,  with  a  very  easy  mouthpiece,  which  I  offered  to 
lend  him  to  try  ;  it  was  very  old  fashioned  and  of  scarcely  any  value ;   he 
said,  "  Do  you  want  to  see  my  cab  smashed  and  one  or  more  killed?"    I  asked 
him  whether  the  horse  was  a  kicker  ;     he  said,  "  No  he  was  not ;"     then  I 
offered  to  get  into  the  Cab  myself  and  drive,  but  he  said  my  life  was  of  more 
value  to  society  than  his,  and  that  it  would  appear  cowardly  of  him  if  any- 
thing was  to  occur  ;   so  after  an  hour  or  so,  he  consented  to  try  the  bit.     I 
put  it  on,  he  drove  away,  and  in  half  an  hour  called  to  ask  me  to  lend  it  to 
him  for  a  few  days  ;    I  told  him  to  keep  it  a  week  or  fortnight.     He  came  in 
about  a  fortnight  after  and  asked  me  the  price  of  the  bit.      I  told  him  I 


would  make  one  for  him  with  the  cheeks  to  match  his  carriage  "bit,  which 
was  a  very  handsome  one  I  had  made  a  short  time  previously  ;  he  was  very 
pleased  with  the  bit,  and  paying  me  the  high  price  of  his  carriage  bit  for  it, 
said  it  was  the  cheapest  article  he  had  ever  bought,  for  with  it  his  horse 
run  as  straight  as  an'arrow — and  that  the  bit  and  horse  should  never  be 
separated  while  he  lived. 

Another  instance  is  in  the  case  of  a  not  very  rich  Gentleman,  born 
and   bred   to   the    hunting-fields,   who    bought  horses,    (and    he   thought 
were    superior   hunters,)    that   the    owners    could    not  manage,    for,   say, 
twenty  guineas.     By  patience  and  kind  perseverance  he  would  find  the  right 
sort  of  bit,  and  by  strict  attention,  coax  him  away  from  any  and  every  vice 
he  found  the  horse  had  previously  contracted.      Some  time  since  he  came  to 
me  for  a  No.  2.  Segundo  bit,  and  related  to  me  as  follows  :    I  gave  twenty 
guineas  for  a  horse  I  have  now  sold  ;    I  never  give  more  than  twenty  guineas, 
and  when  I  sell,  my  price  invariably  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  guineae. 
The  horse  that  I  have  just  sold,  I  purchased  for  twenty  guineas,  because  no 
one  could  ride  him.     First,  I  found  the  bit  to  suit  his  mouth,  then  with  kind 
treatment  and  proper  exercise,  I  soon  had  the  best  hunter  in  the  field.    A 
young  nobleman,  with  three  or  four  good  hunters,  was  very  vexed  that  he 
could  not  keep  with  me  ;  he  bought  my  horse,  which  of  course  I  sent  to  his 
stables.     The  next  out  the  horse  was  no  better  than  his  others  ;  another  day 
and  still  the  same ;   he  cursed,  he  swore,  and  in  his  passion,  said  he  would 
have  the  horse  shot.     Of  course  the  Gentlemen  of  the  hunt  would  not  allow 
such  a  thing  with  a  horse  they  had  seen  work  so  well,  so  he  sold  me  the 
horse  for  twenty  guineas,  and  I  put  my  old  bridle  on  the  right  bit — and  took 
the  lead  as  before,  which  so  exasperated  the  young  nobleman,  that  he  chal- 
lenged my  education  in  riding ;  said  he  could  ride  as  well  as  I  could,  he 
had  been  taught  by  as  good  masters  as  I   had,  and  a  great  deal  more  of  such 
intemperate  language,  and  after  some  five  or  six  good  runs,  said  he  must  have 
the  horse,  for  he  could  not  longer  bear  to  be  left  in  the  cold.      So  next  time 
we  went  out,  being  very  near  each  other,  and  seeing  he  was  very  much  out 
of  temper,  I  offered  to  change  seats  :  I  ride  his  horse  and  he  ride  mine  ;    and 
all  went  well.     He  was  delighted,  and  on  our  return  he  gave  me  the  second 
one  hundred  and  twenty  guineas,  and  I  sent  the  horse  to  his  stables — Bridle 
and  Saddle,  just  as  he  was  ;  with  instructions  always  to  use  him  in  that  Bridle 
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and  Saddle,  and  no  other ;  and  as  I  have  another  hor^se  the  No.  2.  Segundo 
bit  suits  so  "well — I  am  come  to  buy  one."  I  could  give  hundreds  of  similar 
instances  of  unintentional  cruelty  to  horses,  by  forcing  them  to  go  with 
wrong  bits,  but  hope  the  two  will  suffice.  I  frequently  tell  my  friends,  that 
out  of  every  twenty  bits  I  make,  nineteen  are  for  men's  heads  and  not  more 
than  one  really  for  the  horse's  head.  I  admit  temper  sometimes  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  it ;  but  are  not  some  of  us  bad  tempered  sometimes  ?  What 
better  means  have  we  to  meet  such  cases,  than  patience  and  kindness  ?  Please 
your  horse  and  your  horse  will  please  you.  It  is  a  great  mistake  on  the  part 
of  any  one  to  suppose  he  has  found  any  one  peculiar  Bit  that  will  suit  all 
horses.  No  part  of  God's  creation  is  more  varied — consequently  require  more 
patience  and  kind  attention — than  the  horse's  mouth  and  temper. 

Of  the  many  in  the  last  half- century  that  have  written  on  the  suita- 
bility of  one  sort  of  Bit  for  all  horses,  is  a  Treatise  by  Don  Juan  Segundo, 
1832,  printed  hercAvith,  at  that  time  the  greatest  authority  in  Spain.  He  con- 
structs his  Bit  scientifically,  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  anatomy  of  the 
horse's  head,  and  more  particularly  theinterior  of  the  mouth;  he  varies  in  the 
length  of  cheek,  the  thickness  of  mouth-piece  and  curb  chains,  but  all  the 
same  in  principle.  He  being  so  thoroughly  Spanish,  and  the  horses  so 
different  (Moorish)  to  ours,  I  found  it  necessary  to  deviate  from  his  strict 
rules  in  a  few  instances  in  the  construction  of  his  Bits,  in  order  the  better  to 
suit  our  English  horses  ;  where,  with  all  his  great  science  included,  this  Bit 
does  not  suite  all  horses  ; — but  give  credit  where  credit  is  due.  I  have  found 
it  suit  more  horses  than  any  other,  except  the  Melton  Mouth  Bit,  No.  28 ; 
this  has  been  in  greatest  demand  during  the  last  thirty  years ;  next  in  demand 
has  been  the  Segundo  Bit. 

Herewith  are  a  few  drawings  representing  such  Bits  as  are  now  and 
have  been  principally  in  use  in  Great  Britain  during  the  last  century. 

In  the  sincere  wish  that  this  little  work  may  be  found  acceptable, 
I  beg  to  subscribe  myself, 

Your  very  obedient  Servant, 

BENJAMIN   LATCHFORD. 


A  HORSE'S  PETITION  TO  HIS  MASTER. 

Going  up  bill,  Whip  me  not. 

Going  down  hill,  Hurry  me  not. 

On  Level  road,  Spare  me  not. 

Loose  in  stable,  Forget  me  not. 

Of  hay  and  corn,  Rob  me  not. 

Of  clean  water,  Stint  me  not. 

"With  sponge  and  brush,  Neglect  me  not. 

Of  soft  dry  bed.  Deprive  me  not. 

Tired  or  hot,  Wash  me  not. 

If  sick  or  cold,  Chill  me  not. 

With  bits  and  reins,   Oh !  jerk  me  not. 

And  when  you  are  angry — 

STRIKE  ME  NOT. 


LIST    OF     ENGRAVINGS. 


1. — Eace  Snaffle. 
•  2. — Twisted  rnce  Snaffle. 

3. — Hunting  Snaffle. 

4. — Twisted  hunting  Snaffle. 

5. — Double  mouthed  Snaffle. 

6. — Twisted  double  mouthed  Snaffle. 

7. — Mulling  mouthed  Snaffle. 

8. — Duncan  gag  Bradoon. 

9. — Nelson  gag  Snaffle. 
10.— Persian  Snaffle. 
ll.-^Eoller  mouthed  Snaffle. 
12. —   do.     with  ring  for  plaj'ers. 
13. — Magenis  Snaffle. 
14.— "Wood's  Snaffle. 
15. — Chain  mouthed  Snaffle. 
16. — Double  ringed  Snaffle. 
17. — TAvisted  double  ringed  Snaffle. 
18.-^Starcheek  double  ringed  Snaffle. 
19. — Muscovy  or  anti-rearing  B.t. 
20.— Wind  sucker  Bit. 
21.— Mouthing  Bit,  five  plaj-ers. 
22.— Dravelling  Snaffle. 
23. — Colt's  Snaffle  with  player. 
24. —        do.  larger  size. 

25. — Kacing  Bit  and  Bradoon. 
20. — Leicester  Bit  and  twisted  Bradoon. 
27. — Bit  wiih  port  and  bradoon. 
28. — Melton  Bit  and  Bradoon. 
2D. — Hunting  Bit,  slide  mouth. 
30. —     do.         do.  7  rollers, 
ol. — Dick  Christian  Bit  and  Bradoon. 
32.— Banbury  Bit. 
33.— Slide  half  twisted  Pclhara. 
34. — Lownde's  Pelhani. 
35. — Plain  Pelham. 
30.— Twisted  Pelham. 
37. — Lipping  Hanoverian  low  port. 
38. — Lipping  Hanoverian. 
31). —     do.      plain  n-.outh. 
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40. — Straight  cheeked  Hanoverian. 

41. — Seguudo  Bit. 

42.— Iron  duke  Bit. 

43.— Thurlow  Bit. 

44.— Bentiuck  Bit. 

45. — Stockton  Bit. 

46.— Chifney  Bit. 

47.— Peter's  Bit. 

48.— Turkish  Bit. 

49. — Branch  cheek  Bit. 

50.— Pad  cheek  Bit. 

5L — Balloon  cheek  Bit. 

52.— Globe  cheek  Bit. 

53. — Branch  cheek  Bit  with  double  shells.- 

54. —     do.      with  open  tails,  bolts  &  rings. 

55. — Pad  cheek  Bit  with  open  work. 

56. — Snake  cheek  Bit. 

57.  — Mameluke  Bit. 

58.— Clipper  Bit. 

59. — Spanish  Cavison. 

60. — Parisian  Bit. 

Gl. — Taylor's  simple  Bit. 

62. — Harry  highover  Bit. 

G3.— Wellington  Snaffle. 

04. — Sawmouth  Bradoon. 

05.- Meadow's  Snaffle. 

CO.— Earey's  Snaffle. 

07. — Eiding  Bit  swivel  tails. 

08.— Brighton  Bit. 

CD.- Park  fancy  Bit. 

70. — Fenner's  Bit. 

71. — Buxton  harness  Bit. 

72. —     do.     Queen's  pattern. 

73. —     do.     with  high  port. 

74. — Buxton  Chifney. 

75. —    do.     slide  half  twisted  mouth. 

70. — Buxton  Pelham. 

77. — Buxton  Bit  with  slip  port. 

78. — Buxton  Bit  with  gridiron  player. 
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79. — Buxton  slide  7  roller  mouth. 

80. — Peterboro'  harness  Bit. 

81. — Buxton  Segundo. 

82. — Buxton  banbury  Bit. 

83. — Stockton  harness  Bit. 

84.— WiUis's  Bit. 

85. — Stanhope  Bit. 

86.— Tilbury  Bit. 

87. — Higman's  harness  Bit. 

88. — Ford's  harness  Bit. 

89. — Guard  cheek  Bit,  slide  half  twisted 
mouth. 

90. — Thurlow  harness  Bit. 

91.— 1st  Life  Guards'  Bit. 

92.— 2nd  Life  Guards'  Bit. 

93. — Koyal  Horse  Guards'  blue  Bit. 

94.— Cavalry  OfiScers'  Bit. 

95.— Rifles'  Bit. 

96. — Royal  Engineers'  Bit. 

97. — Infantry  mounted  Officers'  Bit. 

98.— Staff  Officers'  Bit. 

99.— Queen's  A.D.C.  Bit. 
100.— Generals'  Bit. 
101.— Field  Marshals'  Bit. 
102.— Prince's  Bit. 
103.— Solid  Bottom  Stirrup. 
104. — 2  barred  Stirrup. 
105. — 3  barred  Stirrup. 

100. — Solid  bottom  Stirrup  with  Prussian 

sides. 

107. — Hussars'  Stirrup. 

108, — Spring  Stirrup. 

109.— Latchford's  Ladies'  Patent  Safety 
Stirrup. 


110.- 
111.- 

112.- 
113.- 
114.- 
115.- 
116.- 
117.- 
118.- 
119.- 
120.- 
121.- 

122.- 
123.- 
124.- 

'*-^^^^;i25.- 

126.- 
127.- 
128.- 
129.- 
130.- 


-Boys'  clog  Stirrup. 

-Ladies'  slipper  Stirrup. 

-Ladies'  Victoria  Stirrup. 

-Lennon's  patent  Stirrup. 

-Box  spur  neck. 

-Box  spur  swan  neck. 

-Gents'  box  Spur. 

-Gents'  box  swan  neck  spur. 

-Latchford's  new  patent  Spur  Box. 

-Military  regulation  box  Spur. 

-Maxwell's  patent  Spur  Box. 

-Latchford's  patent  Spur  and  box  for 
India  and  the  colonies. 

-Life  Guards'  dress  box  Spur. 

-Racing  Spur. 

-Hunting  Spur. 

-Hunting  Spur  swan  neck. 

-Gents'  riding  sewarrow  Spur. 

-Gents'  trouser  sewarrow  Spur. 

-Ladies'  spike  box  Spur,  neck  and  box. 

-Ladies'  spike  sewarrow  Spur. 

-Ladies'  Spur  with  rowel  gard. 


A. — Dress  harness  Bit. 
B. — Dress  harness  Bit. 
C. — Pembroke  harness  Bit. 
D. — Egyptian  state  harness  Bit. 
E. — Pembroke  dress  harness  Bit. 
F. — Russia  state  harness  Bit. 
G. — Pembroke  state  harness  Bit. 
H. — George  Ill's  state  harness  Bit. 
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